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Handwritten in pencil on upper right side of page: “Evan: This man is the well known athlete. He will
write you. Follow the case carefully. G.”

16 July 44

Truman K. Gibson
Ass’t. to Sec of War
Washington D.C.

Sir:
| am sorry to bother you again but under the circumstances there seems to be no alternative.

On or about the 7t of July | was at Camp Hood, Texas visiting the colored officers club and upon leaving |
took a shuttle bus from the club to the central station. As | moved to the rear | noticed one of the
officer’s wife and sat down beside her. The lady is very fair and to many people looks to be white. It is
evident the driver seemed to resent my talking to her and told me to move to the rear. He didn’t ask the
lady to move so | refused. When | did he threatened to make trouble for me when we reached the bus
station. Upon reaching the bus station a white lady tells me that she is going to prefer chargers against
me. She said she heard the driver tell me to move to the rear. | told her | didn’t care if she preferred
charges against m and she went away angry. That is the last that was said to the lady and the next think |
hear is I've cursed a white lady out. | feel now that | should have but | have never cursed one out and |
certainly didn’t start with her.
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little advice. | want to know just how far should go with the case, what | mean is should | appeal to the
NAACP and Negro Press? | don’t want any unfavorable publicity for myself or the army but | believe in
fair play and | feel | have to let someone in on the case. If | write the NAACP | hope to get statements
from all the witnesses because a broad minded person can see how the people framed me.

You can see sir that | need your advice. | don’t care what the outcome of the trial is because | know | am
being framed and the charges aren’t too bad. | would like to get your advice about the publicity. | have a
lot of good publicity out and | feel | have numerous friends on the press but | first want to hear from you
before | do anything | will be sorry for later on.

Sir as | said | don’t mind trouble but | do believe in fair play and justice. | feel that I’'m being taken in this
case and | will tell people about it unless the trial is fair. Let me hear from you so | will know what steps
to take.

Jack Robinson

LT. Jack Robinson
Ward 11 B

McClosky Gen. Hosp.
Temple Texas

Letter from Jackie Robinson to Truman Gibson, 1944, courtesy of the National Archives & Records
Administration, Records of the Office of the Secretary of War.
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